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Perspectives on Transboundary Protected Areas’ 

cooperation 

o  Local – park to park 

 

 

o  Neighbourhood – along the borders 

 

 

o  Network – criteria and verification 

 

 

o  Regional -  wide approach 
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arctic circle 

Local – park to park 
  

NATIONAL PARKS OULANKA AND PAANAJÄRVI 
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JOINT VISION  
1) Oulanka-Paanajärvi is officially joint entity of two National 

Parks 
 
2) Management principles, information systems and monitoring 

methods are harmonised 
 
3) Environmental education and research are key priorities in 

NP management 
 
4) Oulanka-Paanajärvi is the most attractive wilderness tourism 

destination in Europe 
 
5) Threats towards loosing the core values of nature are 

prevented through the versatile collaboration 
 
6) Oulanka-Paanajärvi twin-park concept works as a model for 

transboundary collaboration world wide 
  
 

 

Local – park to park 
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•  Paanajärvi Visitor Centre  
•  Opened  20.8 2002 

INTERREG II Karelia 
 Nat ional parks in collaborat ion from Oulanka to Paanajärvi 
 1997 – 1998   100 000 € 

TACIS 
 Karelia Parks Development  

 1999 – 2001 3 600 000 € 

 
 From Ladoga t o Polar Sea via t he Fennoscandian Green Belt  
 2002 – 2004   400 000 € 

 
INTERREG III A Karelia 
 Promot ion of nat ure tourism in the Finnish Oulanka and  Russian          
 Paanajärvi Nat ional Parks  
 2002 – 2004    290 000 € 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD programme, Karelia 
 Wilderness, percept ions and well-being 
 2005 – 2007 620 000 € 

JOINT EU-FUNDING  

Local – park to park 
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ONGOING PROJECTS 
Karelia ENPI CBC 

    Quality for Cross-border pract ices in  ecotourism  

 2012– 2014   600 000 € 

 

Karelia ENPI CBC 

   Fennoscandian  Green Belt  – Welfare from Sustainable Cross 
Border Nature and Cult ure Tourism  

 2012– 2014   2 540 000 € 

 
Karelia ENPI CBC 

 Qualit y Saving our joint t reasure: Sustainable Trout  Fisheries for t he 

t ransborder  Oulanka River Syst em 

 2012– 2014   645 000 € 

Local – park to park 
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INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATES 

Local – park to park 
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5.2.2009 

Green Belt 

Baltic Connections 

Lapland 

Neighbourhood – along the borders 
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 Network – criteria and verification 
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 Network – criteria and verification 
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 Network – criteria and verification -Basic Standards 
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 Network – criteria and verification 
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 Network – criteria and verification 
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 Regional -  wide approach 

The project evaluates and analyzes 
the protected area network, and will 

provide recommendations for its 
development. 

For biodiversity conservation, it is of 
outmost importance that connectivity 

between protected areas is 
preserved. Functionality of 

ecosystems depends on natural 

processes in landscapes with 
unfragmented habitats. To maintain 

the functionality of the ecosystems 
and ecosystems services, 

connectivity issues need to be 

addressed in each region and across 
national borders. 
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 Regional -  wide approach 
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 Regional -  wide approach 
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