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Part A - Transboundary Conservation Specialist 
Group (TBC SG)

3

• Established in 1997 by IUCN to promote awareness on the values of 
Transboundary Protected Areas (TBPAs), via the Parks for Peace concept; 

• Initially, it was jointly chaired by Trevor Sandwith and Charles Besancon; 

• Promote effective governance structures to support management of TB areas; 

• Encourage and advise in the establishment of new TBC areas; 

• Develop guidelines and standards; 

• Coordinate a Global Transboundary Conservation Learning Network;  

• Strengthen information exchange and dissemination; 

• Membership: Global = 250; Asia = 24.
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IUCN - WCPA Programme

Programme Area #1 
Valuing and Conserving Nature

Programme Area #2 
Effective and Equitable 

Governance of Nature’s Use 
Thematic Group

Programme Area #3 
Deploying Nature-based Solution 

to Global Challenges

Thematic Groups 
• Capacity Development, Education & 

Learning Theme 
• Mountains & Connectivity Theme 
• Marine Biome Theme 
• Policy & Conventions Theme 
• Science & Management Theme 
• World Heritage Theme

Thematic Group 
• Theme on Indigenous & Local 

Communities and Protected Areas 
(TILCEPA)

Specialist Groups (SG) 
• Caves & Karst SG 
• Freshwater SG 
• High Seas SG 
• Temperate Grasslands SG 
• Wilderness SG

Specialist Groups (SG) 
• Cultural & Spiritual Values SG 
• Private Protected Areas SG 
• Protected Landscapes SG 
• Tourism and Protected Areas SG 
• Transboundary Conservation SG

Specialist Groups (SG) 
• Natural Solutions SG 
• Climate Change SG 
• Urban Conservation SG

Task Forces (TF) 
• Biodiversity Outcomes TF 
• Conservation Planning TF 
• Management Effectiveness TF 
• Marine Mammals & Protected Areas TF 
• IUCN Green List of Protected Areas TF

Task Forces (TF) 
• Economics and Financing TF 
• Environmental Legislation TF

Task Forces (TF) 
• Healthy Parks, Healthy People TF
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Programme Area #2 
Effective and Equitable Governance of Nature’s Use

Thematic Group 
Theme on Indigenous & 
Local Communities and 

Protected Areas (TILCEPA)

Specialist Groups (SG) 
•Cultural & Spiritual Values SG 
•Private Protected Areas SG 
•Protected Landscapes SG 
•Tourism and Protected Areas SG 
•Transboundary Conservation SG

Task Forces (TF) 
•Economics and Financing TF 
•Environmental Legislation TF
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Transboundary conservation is a process of 
cooperation to achieve conservation goals across one 

or more international boundaries 

Defining transboundary conservation:

Source:  
Vasilijević, M., Zunckel, K., McKinney, M., Erg, B., Schoon, M., Rosen Michel, T. (2015). Transboundary Conservation: A systematic and integrated 
approach. Best Practice Protected Area Guidelines Series No. 23, Gland, Switzerland: IUCN. Page  xi 
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a. Biodiversity conservation; 

b. Cultural heritage and exchange; 

c. International cooperation; 

d. Maintenance of peace and security; 

e. Promotion of sustainable development; 

f. Regional economic integration; 

g. Restitution of land tenure; 

h. Local economic development; and 

i. Poverty alleviation, etc.

Objectives of TBC:
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WCPA Guidelines on transboundary conservation

Revised, 
updated and 

expanded

Vasilijević, M., Zunckel, K., McKinney, M., Erg, B., Schoon, M., Rosen Michel, T. 
(2015). Transboundary Conservation: A systematic and integrated approach. Best 
Practice Protected Area Guidelines Series No. 23, Gland, Switzerland: IUCN. 

Sandwith, T., Shine, C., Hamilton, L. and Sheppard, D. (2001). 
Transboundary Protected Areas for Peace and Co-operation. Best Practice 
Protected Areas Guidelines Series No. 7. Gland, Switzerland: IUCN
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• No ordinary publication; 

• The world’s authoritative resource for protected area managers; 

• One of the key WCPA products; 
• Global standards setting guide; 

• Supports better implementation of conservation action in the field; 

• Builds institutional and individual capacity to manage protected 
areas effectively.

What are WCPA Best Practice Guidelines? 
www.iucn.org/pa_guidelines

http://www.iucn.org/pa_guidelines
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• UNEP/CMS/COP11/CRP18 (2014) called all Parties to the CMS 
and relevant organisations to apply IUCN WCPA Best Practice 
Guidelines on transboundary conservation

Support to the WCPA Guidelines by the 
Convention on Migratory Species (CMS)

Source: http://www.cms.int/sites/default/files/document/_COP11_Meeting_Report_without_annexes_En.pdf

http://www.cms.int/sites/default/files/document/_COP11_Meeting_Report_without_annexes_En.pdf
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• Develop TBC monitoring and evaluation tool to better measure 
and track benefit flows, as well as gauge effectiveness/
performance; 

• Develop a TBC database and mechanisms to keep it up to date; 

• Use the 2015 TBC Guidelines to develop training courses for 
capacity development at all levels.

A call to action



                  Transboundary Conservation Specialist Group (TBC-SG) 12

TBC SG Executive Committee

Position Name Contact

Chair Maja VASILIJEVIC maja@ekohorizont.hr

Vice Chairs Tatjana ROSEN trosen@panthera.org  

Michael SCHOON michael.schoon@asu.edu 

Jamie McCALLUM jmccallum@transfrontier.org 

Senior Advisors Trevor SANDWITH trevor.sandwith@iucn.org 

Peter SHADIE peter.shadie@iucn.org 

Regional Leaders

     Asia Rahimatsah AMAT rahimatsah@gmail.com  

     Europe Boris ERG boris.erg@iucn.org 

     North Africa & West Asia Saleh DADJOUY dadjouy@gmail.com 

     West & Central Africa Andrew DUNN adunn@wcs.org 

     East & South Africa Kevan ZUNCKEL kevanzunckel@gmail.com 

     North America & the Caribbean Dorothy ZBICZ dorothy.zbicz@zbicz.net 

     Central America Olivier CHASSOT ochassot@cct.or.cr 

     South America German ANDRADE giandradep@yahoo.com  

mailto:maja@ekohorizont.hr
mailto:trosen@panthera.org
mailto:michael.schoon@asu.edu
mailto:jmccallum@transfrontier.org
mailto:trevor.sandwith@iucn.org
mailto:peter.shadie@iucn.org
mailto:rahimatsah@gmail.com
mailto:boris.erg@iucn.org
mailto:dadjouy@gmail.com
mailto:adunn@wcs.org
mailto:kevanzunckel@gmail.com
mailto:dorothy.zbicz@zbicz.net
mailto:ochassot@cct.or.cr
mailto:giandradep@yahoo.com
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Further Info: 

Transboundary Conservation Specialist Group (TBC SG)  
IUCN-World Commission on Protected Areas 

Webpage: www.tbpa.net 

                Ms. Maja Vasilijevic, MA 
                Chair

               Rahimatsah Amat, PhD, FASc, FMSA 
               Regional Coordinator (Asia)

Nova cesta 130a 
10 000 Zagreb, CROATIA. 
tel: +385 1 3010 194 
mob: +385 91 950 9970 
maja@ekohorizont.hr 

H-308, Waikiki Condo, 
Jalan Aru, Tg Aru, 
88100 Kota Kinabalu, Sabah. 
MALAYSIA. 
rahimatsah@gmail.com  

http://www.tbpa.net
mailto:maja@ekohorizont.hr
mailto:rahimatsah@gmail.com
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Part B - Connectivity and Transboundary
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1. The world’s relatively well-developed systems of protected areas can serve 
as examples of how to address connectivity issues, building ecological 
networks and applying the ecosystem approach at the landscape level; 

2. Transboundary protected areas and conservation (at the national and sub-
national level) provide a great opportunity to enhance participatory 
conservation strategies across nations, meaningful at the landscape level; 

3. Transboundary protected areas and connectivity conservation offer an 
opportunity to manage landscapes at different scales through alliances 
between governments and the civil society; 

4. Transboundary cooperation is especially relevant when dealing with 
connectivity conservation; and 

5. Connectivity conservation is a practical and useful framework to achieve 
Aichi targets at the national and regional level.
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A straightforward argument: 

Connectivity conservation is a nature-based solution to 
climate change.

Connectivity conservation

Source: IUCN WCPA International  Connectivity Conservation Network - http://connectivityconservation.net 

http://connectivityconservation.net
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Connectivity conservation includes: 

• Interconnecting protected areas; 

• Working with people and authorities to 
sustainably manage natural and modified 
landscapes between protected areas; and 

• Working with people and authorities to 
help minimise the effects of climate 
change.
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From the biological perspective, connectivity 
conservation is essentially: 

About the degree of movement of organisms 
(plants and animals) and processes (ecological 
interactions, ecosystem processes, habitat 
permeability  and natural disturbances). 

Source:  

Crooks, K.R. and Sanjayan, M. (Eds.) (2006). Connectivity Conservation. Cambridge 
University Press. Cambridge.
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Connectivity conservation characteristics: 

• Size: IUCN is dealing with large areas of 
essentially natural lands. 

•Many people and stakeholders are involved 
in connectivity corridors. 

• Tenure: land ownership is typically diverse 

Some similarities to aspects of  Biosphere 
Reserve management, but the area is sometimes 
much larger...

Source: Worboys, G.L., Francis, W.L. and Lockwood, M. (Eds.) (2010). Connectivity Conservation Management: A Global Guide. 
London: Earthscan Ltd.
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Part C - Transboundary Conservation
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Type 1:  
Transboundary Protected Area (TBPA) 

Type 2:  
Transboundary Conservation Landscape  
and/or Seascape (TBCL/S) 

Type 3:  
Transboundary Migration Conservation Area 
(TBMCA) 

Special designation: 
Park for Peace        

Typology of Transboundary Conservation Areas (TBCA)

Note: 
’Cooperation’ as used in all these definitions implies transboundary collaboration for conservation of various kinds; a minimum being regular communication 
and information sharing, but often also involving prior consultation, coordinated action, joint management planning and/or joint implementation of 
decisions 
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A Transboundary Protected Area is a clearly 
defined geographical space that includes 
protected areas that are ecologically connected 
across one or more international boundaries and 
involves some form of cooperation

Type 1: Transboundary Protected Area (TBPA)



                  Transboundary Conservation Specialist Group (TBC-SG) 23

A Transboundary Conservation Landscape and/or Seascape is an 
ecologically connected area that includes both protected areas and 
multiple resource use areas across one or more international boundaries 
and involves some form of cooperation.

Democratic	
  
Republic	
  of	
  
Congo

Uganda

Rwanda

Volcanoes	
  
National	
  Park

Mgahinga	
  Gorilla	
  
National	
  ParkVirunga	
  National	
  

Park

Bwindi	
  
Impenetrable	
  
National	
  Park

Type 2: Transboundary Conservation Landscape  
and/or Seascape (TBCL/S)
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Transboundary Migration Conservation Areas are wildlife habitats in two 
or more countries that are necessary to sustain populations of migratory 
species and involve some form of cooperation.

Type 3: Transboundary Migration Conservation Area 
(TBMCA)
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A Park for Peace is a special 
designation that may be applied to 
any of the three types of 
Transboundary Conservation Areas, 
and is dedicated to the promotion, 
celebration, and/or commemoration 
of peace and cooperation.



                  Transboundary Conservation Specialist Group (TBC-SG) 26

Characteristic
Transboundary 
Protected Area 

(TBPA)

Transboundary 
Conservation 

Landscape and/
or Seascape 

(TBCL/S)

Transboundary 
Migration 

Conservation 
Area (TBMCA)

Cooperation across international boundary Yes Yes Yes

Contains protected areas Yes Yes Not necessarily

Contains areas that are not protected, but are 
sustainably managed

No Yes Not necessarily

Shared ecosystem(s) Yes Yes Not necessarily

Relative physical proximity between units within TBCA Yes Yes Not necessarily

Transboundary cooperation in species/habitat 
management

Yes Yes Yes

Protection of migratory species is the key reason for 
cooperation

Not necessarily Not necessarily Yes

Transboundary cooperation in the day-to-day 
management, strengthening of local community 
relations, visitor management, security considerations

Yes Yes Not necessarily

Comparison of key characteristics of types of TBCA



                  Transboundary Conservation Specialist Group (TBC-SG) 27

Models of cooperation in TBC

Model of cooperation Example

Communication or 
Information sharing

• Regular communication on actions, problems, opportunities or other relevant 
issues 

• Regular sharing of information, e.g. notifying about various management 
actions in a particular site

Consultation
• Seeking opinion, feedback or advice from each other, e.g. on how to solve a 

problem, how to improve a management action, etc. 

• Cooperative process with the aim to harmonise management

Coordinated action

• Jointly coordinated management actions implemented within the sovereign 
areas of each other party, that contribute to the conservation goals of the entire 
transboundary ecosystem, e.g. monitoring of species and ecological processes 
occurs as regular activity where the results contribute to conservation of species 
or ecosystems 

• This model is considered to be a form of cooperative management

Joint implementation 
of decisions

• Jointly coordinated and implemented management actions across the 
sovereign boundaries, e.g. joint law enforcement patrols, joint fundraising and 
project implementation, the producing of marketing material that profiles the 
TBCA as a single entity, etc. 

• This model is considered to be a form of cooperative management
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• Humanity has and continues to make serious mistakes in the way we 
relate to our natural world; 

• Transboundary conservation is a mechanism and an approach that can 
help us correct many of these mistakes; and in doing so, begin to 
address our increasing vulnerability and introduce resilience to the way 
we live; 

• TBC enhances ecological functionality and therefore species survival 
– including human; 

• TBC initiatives enhance the potential of shared ecosystems to deliver a 
broad range of ecosystem goods and services that underpin societies 
and their economies – way beyond the traditional nature-based 
tourism paradigm; 

• TBC enhances the cultural significance of nature by bringing divided 
cultures back together again and restoring their links with nature;

The benefits of transboundary conservation
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• TBC provides a framework within which the on-the-ground 
management of shared issues can be more effectively 
implemented on a day-to-day basis; 

• TBC can create the momentum for the harmonisation of legal 
and policy frameworks; and 

• TBC can provide a foundation from which peace and political 
stability is secure.
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Global challenges to transboundary conservation and 
connectivity: 

• Human demographic pressure; 

• Political conflicts (e.g. border, civil, military, etc.); 

• Climate change, health issues and food security; and 

• Disparities between neighbouring countries.
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Part D - Transboundary Initiatives

31

1. Global Initiatives Types Governance Countries

a. Coral Triangle Initiative (CTI)
Type 2 

(TBCL/S)

Joint 
implementation 

of decisions

Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Solomon 
Islands & Timor-Leste 
(CT6)

b. Heart of Borneo (HoB) Type 2 

(TBCL/S)

Brunei Darussalam, 
Indonesia & Malaysia

c. Global Tiger Recovery Programme 
(GTRP)

Type 3 

(TBMCA)

Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Cambodia, China, India, 
Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Russia, Thailand & 
Vietnam

d. Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS)
Type 2 

(TBCL/S)
Coordinated 

actions

Cambodia, Lao PDR, 
Myanmar, Thailand, 
Vietnam & southern 
province of Yunnan in 
China
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1a. Coral Triangle Initiative
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Coral Richness
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References: 

http://coraltriangleinitiative.org  

http://www.worldwildlife.org/places/coral-triangle 

https://www.thegef.org/gef/CTI 

http://coraltriangleinitiative.org
http://www.worldwildlife.org/places/coral-triangle
https://www.thegef.org/gef/CTI
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1b. Heart of Borneo Initiative
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© WWF-Malaysia / R. Alfred (2008)
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Signing of Declaration on Feb 12, 2007 in Bali
© WWF-Malaysia / R. Amat (2007)
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References: 

http://www.hobgreeneconomy.org 

http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/where_we_work/borneo_forests/about_borneo_forests/ 

http://www.heartofborneo.or.id/en 

http://www.hobgreeneconomy.org
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/where_we_work/borneo_forests/about_borneo_forests/
http://www.heartofborneo.or.id/en
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1c. Global Tiger Recovery Programme (GTRP)
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References: 

http://globaltigerinitiative.org/news/2010/08/global-tiger-recovery-program-initial-draft-
released-for-peer-and-public-review/ 

http://tigers.panda.org 

http://globaltigerinitiative.org/news/2010/08/global-tiger-recovery-program-initial-draft-released-for-peer-and-public-review/
http://tigers.panda.org
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1d. Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS)
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References: 

http://www.adb.org/countries/gms/main 

http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/where_we_work/greatermekong/

http://www.adb.org/countries/gms/main
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/where_we_work/greatermekong/


                  Transboundary Conservation Specialist Group (TBC-SG) 44

2. Other Initiatives

a. China - India - Myanmar: HI-LIFE, the transboundary Landscape Initiative in the 
Far-eastern Himalaya (http://www.icimod.org/?q=bsl); 

b. China - India - Nepal: Kailash Sacred Landscape (http://www.icimod.org/?q=9456); 

c. Afghanistan - Bangladesh - Bhutan - China - India - Myanmar - Nepal - 
Pakistan: Hindu Kush Himalayan region (HKH) (http://www.icimod.org/?q=207);  

d. Thailand - Cambodia - Lao PDR: The Emerald Triangle Protected Forests 
Complex; 

e. Lao PDR - Vietnam: Hin Nam Ho & Phong Nha-Ke Bang NP (WH site). One of 
the largest tropical karst areas. 

http://www.icimod.org/?q=bsl
http://www.icimod.org/?q=9456
http://www.icimod.org/?q=207
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http://www.icimod.org/?q=11329 

http://www.icimod.org/?q=11329
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http://www.icimod.org/?q=1137 

http://www.icimod.org/?q=1137
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3. Potential Initiatives

a. Threatened species - Tigers; 

b. TBPAs in Region; 

c. Ecoregions.
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a. Threatened Species - Tigers

Source for Tiger Conservation Landscape (TCL).  
Global Tiger Initiative Secretariat (2010). Global Tiger Recovery Program 2010-2022. Washington, D.C.: The World Bank (page 14)

#5 - TCL Bhutan-India-
Myanmar

#4 - TCL Kayeh-Karen-
Tennaserim

#2 - TCL Lower Mekong

#3 - TCL Taman Negara-
Belum-Hala Bala

#1 - TCL  Heilongjiang
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b. TBPAs in ASEAN

Source: UNEP-WCMC Global List of TBPAs (2007)

No IAPA Country Protected Area

190

China Changbaishan, Jingbohu, Mudanfeng & Yalujiangshangyou

Korea, DPR Mount Paekdu & Mount Paekdu Biosphere Reserve

Russian Federation Kedrovaya Pad

214

Cambodia Lomphat, Mondulkiri, Phnom Nam Lyr, Phnom Prich, Virachey NP

Lao PDR Dong Ampuan, Nam Kading & Phou Kathong

Vietnam Chu Mom Ray NP, Mom Ray & Yok Don

215
Malaysia Belum, Bukit Perangin, Jeli, Kuala Muda & Ulu Muda

Thailand Bang Lang & Hala-Bala

219
Lao PDR Phou Xiengthong

Thailand Kaeng Tana & Pha Tam

223

Lank Entimau/
Batang Ai/Betung 
Kerihun Complex

Indonesia
Betting Kerihun, Bukit Batikap I, II & II, Bukit Batutenobang & 
Muller Schwart

Malaysia Balleh, Lanjak-Entimau NP & Lanjak Entimau (extension)
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Categorised into 14 biomes with 8 Biogeographic realms 
c. Ecoregions

Source: Wikramanayake, E., Dinerstein, E., Loucks, C., Olson, D., Morrison, J., Lamoreux, J., McKnight, M.  &  Hedao, P. (2001). Terrestrial 
Ecoregions of the Indo-Pacific: A Conservation Assessment. Washington, D.C.: Island Press.
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Sources: 
http://wolfweb.unr.edu/~ldyer/classes/396/olsonetal.pdf 

http://assets.worldwildlife.org/publications/356/files/original/
The_Global_200_Priority_Ecoregions_for_Global_Conservation.pdf?1345735162 

http://wolfweb.unr.edu/~ldyer/classes/396/olsonetal.pdf
http://assets.worldwildlife.org/publications/356/files/original/The_Global_200_Priority_Ecoregions_for_Global_Conservation.pdf?1345735162
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© 

Summit

The Basic Process

Players: 
• Drivers 
• Convenors 
• Aid Agencies 
• Donors 
• Government

Platforms: 
• CoP at CBD 
• Big events 
• Celebrations

Concept
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Donors

Development of initiatives (illustration purpose)

Formulation stage 
Supports

Initial stage 
Drivers

Implementation stage 
Projects

NGOs Aid AgenciesConvenors

Frameworks

Governments
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Thank You


