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Part A - IUCN and Its Commissions
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Basic info of IUCN 
a. Founded on 5th October 1948, in Fountainebleau, France as the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources; 
b. Constituted in Switzerland, in accordance with Article 60 of the Swiss Civil 

Code as an international association of government and non-government 
members; 

c. With 6 Commissions & more than 10,000 members; 
d. Was also known as The World Conservation Union for several years; and 
e. Secretariat in Gland, Switzerland.

Objectives of IUCN 
To influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world to 
conserve the integrity and diversity of nature and to ensure that any 
use of natural resources is equitable and ecologically sustainable.
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Six (6) Commissions

1. Commission on Education and Communication (CEC) 
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/cec/

2. Commission on Environmental, Economic and Social Policy (CEESP) 
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/ceesp/

3. Commission on Environmental Law (CEL) 
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/cel/

4. Commission on Ecosystem Management (CEM) 
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/cem/ 

5. Species Survival Commission (SSM) 
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/about_ssc/

6. World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA)  
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/wcpa/ 

mailto:giandradep@yahoo.com
mailto:jmccalum@transfrontier.org
mailto:jmccalum@transfrontier.org
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/cem/
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/about_ssc/
http://www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/wcpa/
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WCPA Structure

WCPA Policy CBD, World Heritage

WCPA Strategic Direction - Capacity SG: Information Management, Tourism

WCPA Strategic Direction - Connectivity Mountains; SG: Caves

WCPA Strategic Direction - Governance 
Equity and Livelihoods

TILCEPA; SG: CITES, Cultural & Spiritual 
Values, Transboundary

WCPA Strategic Direction – Science and 
Management

SG: Management Effectiveness, Protected 
Landscapes, Wilderness

WCPA Strategic Direction – Young 
Professionals

-

WCPA Strategic Direction - Marine Group SG: High Seas



                  Transboundary Conservation Specialist Group (TBC-SG) 6

A protected area has been defined by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as… 

a clearly defined geographical space, recognised, dedicated and 
managed, through legal or other effective means, to achieve 
the long-term conservation of nature with associated 
ecosystem services and cultural values Source: Borrini-Feyerabend et al. (2013: 5)



                  Transboundary Conservation Specialist Group (TBC-SG) 7

Compatibility of various strategies with IUCN categories

Source: Dudley, N. (ed.) (2008: 62)
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Part B - Connectivity and Transboundary
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1. The world’s relatively well-developed systems of protected areas can serve 
as examples of how to address connectivity issues, building ecological 
networks and applying the ecosystem approach at the landscape level; 

2. Transboundary protected areas and conservation (at the national and sub-
national level) provide a great opportunity to enhance participatory 
conservation strategies across nations, meaningful at the landscape level; 

3. Transboundary protected areas and connectivity conservation offer an 
opportunity to manage landscapes at different scales through alliances 
between governments and the civil society; 

4. Transboundary cooperation is especially relevant when dealing with 
connectivity conservation; and 

5. Connectivity conservation is a practical and useful framework to achieve 
Aichi targets at the national and regional level.
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A straightforward argument: 

Connectivity conservation is a nature-based solution to 
climate change.

Connectivity conservation

IUCN	
  WCPA	
  International	
  	
  Connectivity	
  Conservation	
  Network:	
  http://connectivityconservation.net
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Connectivity conservation includes: 

• Interconnecting protected areas; 

• Working with people and authorities to sustainably 
manage natural and modified landscapes between 
protected areas; and 

• Working with people and authorities to help 
minimise the effects of climate change.
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From the biological perspective, connectivity 
conservation is essentially: 

About the degree of movement of organisms 
(plants and animals) and processes (ecological 
interactions, ecosystem processes, habitat 
permeability  and natural disturbances). 

Source: Crooks, K.R. and Sanjayan, M. (Eds.) (2006). Connectivity Conservation. 
Cambridge University Press. Cambridge.
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Connectivity conservation characteristics: 

• Size: IUCN is dealing with large areas of 
essentially natural lands. 

•Many people and stakeholders are involved in 
connectivity corridors. 

• Tenure: land ownership is typically diverse 

Some similarities to aspects of  Biosphere Reserve 
management, but the area is sometimes much 
larger...
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Part C - Transboundary Conservation
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Global Trend on Transboundary PAs
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a. Biodiversity conservation; 
b. Cultural heritage and exchange; 
c. International cooperation; 
d. Maintenance of peace and security; 
e. Promotion of sustainable development; 
f. Regional economic integration; 
g. Restitution of land tenure; 
h. Local economic development; and 
i. Poverty alleviation, etc.

Transboundary Conservation Objectives
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Transboundary conservation is a process of cooperation to 
achieve conservation goals across one or more 

international boundaries 

Defining transboundary conservation
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Type 1:  
Transboundary Protected Area 

Type 2:  
Transboundary Conservation Landscape  
and/or Seascape 

Type 3:  
Transboundary Migration Conservation Area 

Special designation: 
Park for Peace        

WCPA typology of Transboundary Conservation Areas
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Definitions of TBC types
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A Transboundary Protected Area is a 
clearly defined geographical space that is 
comprised of protected areas* that are 
ecologically connected across one or more 
international boundaries and is under some 
form of cooperation.  

*Dudley, 2008
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A Transboundary Conservation Landscape and/or Seascape  
is an ecologically connected area that sustains ecological 
processes and crosses one or more international boundaries, 
and which includes protected areas as well as multiple resource 
use areas, and is under some form of cooperation.

Democratic	
  
Republic	
  of	
  

Uganda

Rwanda

Volcanoes	
  

Mgahinga	
  
Virunga	
  

Bwindi	
  
Impenetrable	
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Transboundary Migration Conservation 
Areas are wildlife habitats that are 
necessary to sustain populations of 
migratory species and are under some 
form of cooperation.
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A Park for Peace is a special designation 
that may be applied to any of the three 
types of Transboundary Conservation 
Areas and is dedicated to the promotion, 
celebration, and/or commemoration of 
peace and cooperation.
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WCPA Guidelines on transboundary conservation

Revised, 
updated and 

expanded

Vasilijević, M., Zunckel, K., McKinney, M., Erg, B., Schoon, M., Rosen Michel, T. 
(2015). Transboundary Conservation: A systematic and integrated approach. Best 
Practice Protected Area Guidelines Series No. 23, Gland, Switzerland: IUCN. 
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• UNEP/CMS/COP11/CRP18 (2014) called all Parties to the CMS 
and relevant organizations to apply IUCN WCPA Best Practice 
Guidelines on transboundary conservation

Support to the WCPA Guidelines by the Convention  
on Migratory Species (CMS)
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• Humanity has and continues to make serious mistakes in the way we relate 
to our natural world; 

• Transboundary conservation is a mechanism and an approach that can help 
us correct many of these mistakes; and in doing so, begin to address our 
increasing vulnerability and introduce resilience to the way we live; 

• TBC enhances ecological functionality and therefore species survival – 
including human; 

• TBC initiatives enhance the potential of shared ecosystems to deliver a 
broad range of ecosystem goods and services that underpin societies 
and their economies – way beyond the traditional nature-based tourism 
paradigm; 

• TBC enhances the cultural significance of nature by bringing divided 
cultures back together again and restoring their links with nature;

The benefits of transboundary conservation
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• TBC provides a framework within which the on-the-ground 
management of shared issues can be more effectively implemented on 
a day-to-day basis; 

• TBC can create the momentum for the harmonisation of legal and 
policy frameworks; 

• TBC can provide a foundation from which peace and political stability 
is secure.
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Global challenges to transboundary conservation and 
connectivity: 

• Human demographic pressure; 

• Diplomatic, military or border conflicts; 

• Climate change, health issues and food security; and 

• Disparities between neighbouring countries
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Part D - Transboundary Initiatives
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1. Global Initiatives 
a. Coral Triangle Initiatives (CTI); 
b. Heart of Borneo Initiative (HoBI); 

2. Transboundary Conservation in Asia 
a. China - India - Myanmar: HI-LIFE, the transboundary Landscape 

Initiative in the Far-eastern Himalaya; 
b. China - India - Nepal: Kailash Sacred Landscape; 
c. Afghanistan - Bangladesh - Bhutan - China - India - Myanmar - 

Nepal - Pakistan: Hindu Kush Himalayan region (HKH) 
d. Thailand - Cambodia - Lao PDR: The Emerald Triangle Protected 

Forests Complex; 
e. Lao - Vietnam: Hin Nam Ho & Phong Nha-Ke Bang NP (WH site). 

One of the largest tropical karst areas. 
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Examples of Internationally TBPAs in ASEAN

No. TBPA	
  Name Country Protected	
  Areas

212
Lao	
  PDR Nam	
  Et	
  National	
  Biodiversity	
  Conservation	
  Area

Vietnam Sop	
  Cop	
  Nature	
  reserve

219
Lao	
  PDR

Phuo	
  Xiang	
  Thong	
  National	
  Biodiversity	
  
Conservation	
  Area

Thailand
Pha	
  Tam	
  NP	
  
Kaeng	
  Tana

223
The	
  Lanjak	
  Entimau	
  /	
  Batang	
  
Ai	
  /	
  Bentung	
  Kerihun	
  Complex

Indonesia Gunung	
  Bentung	
  Kerihun	
  NP

Malaysia
Lanjak	
  Entimau	
  Wildlife	
  Sanctuary	
  
Batang	
  Ai	
  NP

225
Labi	
  Hills	
  /	
  Gunung	
  Mulu	
  
Transboundary	
  Complex

Brunei	
  Darussalam Labi	
  Hills

Malaysia
Gunung	
  Buda	
  
Gunung	
  Mulu	
  NP

227
Turtle	
  Islands	
  Heritage	
  
Protected	
  Area	
  (TIHPA)

Malaysia Pulau	
  Penyu	
  Park
Philippines Turtle	
  Island	
  Marine	
  Sanctuary

UNEP-WCMC Global List of TBPAs (2007)
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Coral Richness
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© WWF-Malaysia / R. Alfred (2008)
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Signing of Declaration on Feb 12, 2007 in Bali
© WWF-Malaysia / R. Amat (2007)
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Part E - Transboundary Conservation Specialist 
Group (TBC SG)
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IUCN WCPA Transboundary Conservation Specialist Group (1997)  

• Promote awareness of the value of TBC; 

• Promote effective governance structures to support management of TB areas; 

• Encourage and advise in the establishment of new TB areas; 

•Develop guidelines and standards; 

• Coordinate a Global Transboundary Conservation Learning Network; and  

• Strengthen information exchange and dissemination; 

•Membership: Global = 250; Asia = 24.
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• Develop TBC monitoring and evaluation tool to better measure and 
track benefit flows, as well as gauge effectiveness/performance; 

• Develop a TBC database and mechanisms to keep it up to date; 

• Use the 2015 TBC Guidelines to develop training courses for 
capacity development at all levels.

A call to action
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Further Info: 

Transboundary Conservation Specialist Group (TBC SG)  
IUCN-World Commission on Protected Areas 

Webpage: www.tbpa.net 

Ms. Maja Vasilijevic, MA 
Chair

Rahimatsah Amat, PhD 
Regional Coordinator (Asia)

Nova cesta 130a 
10 000 Zagreb, CROATIA. 
tel: +385 1 3010 194 
mob: +385 91 950 9970 
maja.vasilijevic1@gmail.com

H-308, Waikiki Condo, 
Jalan Aru, Tg Aru, 
88100 Kota Kinabalu, Sabah. 
MALAYSIA. 
rahimatsah@gmail.com  

http://www.tbpa.net
mailto:maja.vasilijevic1@gmail.com
mailto:rahimatsah@gmail.com
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Thank You
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